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SUBJ: U.S. - SOVIET WORKING GROUP ON THE INDIAN OCEAN 
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1 . WE NOTE IN SPETEMBER 26 WIRELESS, NEW YORK TIMES STORY THAT 
U.S. IS ASKING SOVIET UNION TO AGREE TO"STABILIZE'’ NAVAL 
ACTIVITIES IN THE INDIAN OCEAN AT ITS PRESENT LEVEL AS A 

FIRST STEP IN ACHIEVING PRESIDENT CARTER'S GOAL OF DE- 
MILITARIZING THE OCEAN. STORY ALLEGES THAT U.S. DELEGATION 
HEADED BY PAUL WARNKE WILL BEGIN FOUR DAYS OF TALKS IN U.S. 

WITH A SOVIET DELEGATION BUT DETAILS ARE NOT AVAILABLE. 

2. AS WE EMPHASIZED IN REPTEL, GOI HAS CONTINUING LIVELY 
INTEREST IN ANY DEVELOPMENT ON THIS PRONT AND WE BELIEVE IT 
IMPORTANT THAT IT BE KEPT APPRISED OP UNPOLDING PLANS AND 
DEVELOPMENTS. APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S EARLIER RESPONSE TO 
REFTEL BUT WIRELESS STORY SUGGESTS THAT INFORMATIONAL PRO- 
CESS HAS ONCE AGAIN BROKEN DOWN. PLEASE REPAIR AND KEEP IN 
GOOD WORKING ORDER. SULLIVAN 
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